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Girl education yields some of the
highest return of all development
investments, yielding both private
and social benefits that accrue to
individuals, families and society
at large. Uttar Pradesh being the
most populous State can be easily
considered as the nerve center of
India. An attempt has been made to
make an inquiry into the disparity
in the girls’ enrolment percentages
at the division level in Bundelkhand
region of Uttar Pradesh. The study
claims that the Bundelkhand
region of Uttar Pradesh which
lags behind the other parts of the
State in most of the development
indicators has maintained itself in
case of girls’ enrolment at almost all
levels of school education. However
the distribution in enrolment
percentages is inconsistent and
irregular. The study contributes
to see that there is nothing like
‘single’ multi-sector planning for
all the divisions, but a need to look
for situation-specific interventions
to reduce development deficits.
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E

ducation is the only means that facilitates equal
opportunities for all the sections of the society
and ensures a bright future of the entire society.
Aristotle1 has beautifully remarked that “All who
have meditated on the art of governing mankind have
been convinced that the fate of empires depend on
the education of youth”. Girl education yields some
of the highest return of all development investments.
Education of girls has been high on national agenda
since independence. Several special measures have
been implemented to bring all children to school and
retain them for the full cycle of school education in
all the divisions of Uttar Pradesh. Focus has been
on providing educational facilities to all sections of
population irrespective of their caste, class, sex, or
place of residence. The basic foundation of these
initiatives was to have equity in school education.
A distinguishing feature of economy of Uttar Pradesh
is its regional imbalances. In terms of economic
indicators, the economy of Uttar Pradesh can be
categorized into four regions; Western, Eastern,
Central and Bundelkhand. Bundelkhand Region has
low agricultural growth and less number of industrial
units which marks out this region as the least
developed in the State. It comprises of two divisions:
Chitrakoot and Jhansi. A good number of primary,
upper primary, girls’ upper primary, secondary and
girls’ secondary schools grew for both the divisions
from 1994-95 to 2009-10. (source: www.upgov.nic.
in).
Measures taken by the Government to ensure equity
in education.
Special measures have been taken to facilitate
backward sections of population and backward
areas of the Bundelkhand Region to ensure that they
get equal opportunities of education. The centrally
sponsored major schemes for elementary education
include Operation Black Board, DPEP, SSA, NPEGEL,
Mid Day Meal scheme, KGBV, Distribution of free
set of uniforms and books to girls of elementary
level; Distribution of free bicycles to girls belonging
to secondary level etc. Bhatt(2000)2 in his study
also found “that mid day meal provided by the
U.P. Government was available to all groups of girl
children and it had positive impact on attitudinal
changes of parents towards education of girls”.
With the introduction of the Education for
all scheme in 2003-04, Mid day meal scheme, free
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scholarships and fee exemption to girls, flexibility
in passing classes 6 to 8, opening new primary and
upper primary schools and the Shiksha Mitra Yojna;
enrolment percentages increased impressively. Also
it may be credited to the efforts of the Rashtriya
Sam Vikas Yojna(RSVY). The State government has
given an additional Bundelkhand Vikas Nidhi in
1990-91 and Backward Region grant fund(BRGF)
in 2006 for the development of backward districts
(all) of the Chitrakoot division and which are SC
concentrated (Jalaun and Lalitpur) of the Jhansi
division. Srivastava, Pandey & Srivastava(2008)3
also found in a study that in Uttar Pradesh “Major
incentives given to SC/ST children in primary and
upper primary schools included scholarships, midday meal, uniforms and cycles”. The Kanya Vidya
Dhan Yojna and the Savitri Bye Phule Scheme has
influenced the girls to participate in school education
by providing cycles and scholarships.
Bringing every child in the arena of school
education has been an area of national concern.
But despite of all the significant efforts, the goal to
achieve universal enrolment at all the stages of school
education still remains far out of sight. According
to UNESCO (2007)4 “86% of the total children who
are out of school in the age group 6-10 years in
India are girls. The higher the stage of education,
greater is the gender disparity in education in India.
Gender differences in participation level are greater
in secondary than in primary education”.
Causes related to low enrolment of girls in
school education:
Chitrakoot and Jhansi division both are
topographically an irregular upland with outcrops
of rocks intermingling with mostly lowland. It has
large number of irregularities, inadequate irrigation
facilities, faces problems of drought now and then
and the lowest producer of food grain in the State.
This justifies enough the problems of dropouts in
school education and migration to the industrially
sound western region of the State to earn livelihood.
Social inequalities, superstitions, lack of physical
facilities, fear of security are the other reasons due
to which girls remain detached from the schools.
UNICEF(2003)5 also observed from MHRD 2005
data on dropout rates, “more than 50% of the total
enrolled girls in Class 1 dropout by class VIII in
these states”. Agarwal(2001)6 also found in a study
that “non-approachability of school reasons of low
transition from class V to class VI, long distance
between home and school particularly in case of girl
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students and lack of transport facility is one of the
factors responsible for dropout”.
Social causes of dropout of rural girls
from school were looking after younger brother/
sister, helping mother in domestic work, parents’
unfavorable attitude for girl child education in rural
areas, early marriage and common feeling of girl
as the other man’s property. Lot of variations in
girls’ enrolment may be accounted to the wastage
and drop out of these girls who are absorbed in
traditional family occupations like Foot Wear Udyog,
Bidi Udyog Wooden Toys Udyog, Murti Udyog
and cottage industries, agricultural work etc. in
Chitrakoot division and stone work, carpet making,
silk sarees, brass work, agricultural work, betel leaf
farming, vegetable production etc. in Jhansi division.
Dua(2004)7 found in her study that “migration of
parents from one place to another in search of work is
another factor that leads to non-enrolment of children
(girls-20%, boys- 17%)”.
The key is, hence, how to ensure that every
girl child complete class VIII to enter into secondary
education (Nuna, 2009) 8 . The United Nation’s
Secretary General Kofi. A. Annan9 has remarked “......
there is not tool for development than the education
of girls, to educate a girl is to educate a whole family”.
The reduction of the gender gap has now plateaued
and further reduction would require a concerted focus
on the hard to reach groups and create a dynamic
management structure that will be able to respond
to the challenges of girls’ education. An attempt has
been made in this study to make an inquiry into
the disparity in the girls’ enrolment percentages at
the division level in Bundelkhand region of Uttar
Pradesh. The identification of educationally backward
divisions of Uttar Pradesh has been considered
essential to avert lopsided development and dispersal
of resources and other developing units.
In this study different divisions in the
Bundelkhand Region of Uttar Pradesh will be taken
as a separate and independent entity, hence it may
likely generate a comparative analysis among the two
divisions of Uttar Pradesh, among the various levels,
and also among the different categories mentioned
regarding the enrolment status of girls in these
divisions. This may further focus certain factors such
as geographical conditions, growth in educational
institutions and various existing policies affecting the
status of girl enrolment in various levels, categories
and divisions of Uttar Pradesh.
Objective-
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To study the trend of Division wise Girls
enrolment in School Education of Bundelkhand
Region of Uttar Pradesh for the last sixteen years
(from the session 1994-95 to 2009-10). With reference
to the following: a) Category wise b) Area wise c) Level
wise
MethodologyThe researcher has employed the Descriptive
Study method owing to the nature of study. The trend
analysis of the data would be done qualitatively.
Description of the population: The entire Girl
students (General, S.C. and S.T.) enrolled in School
Education (Primary, Upper Primary and Secondary
levels) of the two divisions of Bundelkhand Region
of Uttar Pradesh will constitute the population of
the Study. (Here it must be noticed that the General
category include the OBC category also). Size of the
sample: The whole population will be treated as the
sample of the study. Tools Used: According to the
variables and objectives of the study self prepared
cumulative tables will be used for collecting the
secondary data from various available resources.
Sources of Data: 1) Report Published by National
Informatics Centre on the Official Website of Uttar
Pradesh (upgov.up.nic.in/spatrika/spatrika.htm). 2)
Records available in the Economics and Statistics
Division, State Planning Institute, Uttar Pradesh. 3)
Census Report 2011
Findings Of The Study1. A positive growth in girls’ enrolment was found at
the primary level in Chitrakoot division for both SC/
ST category and General Category girls’, residing in
rural and in urban areas.
2. A positive and huge growth in girls’ enrolment was
recorded at the upper primary level in Chitrakoot
division for both the areas in all the categories.
However, the enrolment in the upper primary level
was slight lower in case of rural area and showed an
inconsistent growth in case of urban area.
3. Positive trends in girls’ enrolment are noticed at
the secondary level in Chitrakoot division for girls
in both from rural and urban areas and of both the
SC/ST and General categories. These percentages
were very low in the beginning and have registered a
huge increase.
4. A positive growth in girl's enrolment was found at
the primary level in Jhansi division for both SC/ST
category and General Category girls’, residing in rural
and in urban areas.
5. A positive growth in girls’ enrolment was recorded
at the upper primary level in Jhansi division. The
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growth in enrolment of SC/ST category and General
category girls in rural area was positive and consistent
however, in the urban area both the categories girls’
recorded a negative enrolment growth.
6. A positive trend in girls’ enrolment and huge growth
is noticed at the secondary level for girls from urban
area of both the SC/ST and General categories and
from rural area of General category. The girls from
rural area at secondary level registered negative trend
in case of SC/ST category.
Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh which
lags behind the other parts of the State in most of the
development indicators has maintained itself in case of
girls’ enrolment at almost all levels of school education
except for the Jhansi division at the upper primary
level in urban area which has shown a negative trend
in case of girls’ enrolment over the period. It is quiet
clear that the two divisions had focussed on different
levels, areas and categories while they supplement in
the enrolment figures of girls in Bundelkhand Region
at school education of Uttar Pradesh. Neither can it
be claimed that this improvement in consistent in all
the years since 1994-95 to 2009-10 at all the levels
and categories mentioned. Narula(2009)10 in her
paper also vividly establishes “the highly iniquitous
nature of educational progress that has taken place
in the Bundelkhand region of U.P. especially at the
upper primary level”. The bottle neck lay largely in
the management and distribution system of each of
the existing scheme. It means that interventions are
required in those indicators- level, category or area in
which a particular division is weak in girls’ enrolment.
Thus, findings of the present investigation seem to
have implications to the teachers, principals, policy
planners, parents and well wishers of the society.
Suggestions: A similar study including a longer period
and covering decadal comparisons may be much
fruitful.
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Graphs Used in the Study:
Figure 1.0 Girls' Enrolment in School Education of Chitrakoot Division

Figure 2.0 Girls' Enrolment in School Education of Jènsi Division
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ds iz;ksx ls mudh :fp XySej esa vfèkd gks jgh gSA dqN
yM+fd;k¡ ;k efgyk;sa vius bPNk ij fuHkZj gks jgh gSa ftlls
os vius vfHkHkkodksa dh ckrksa ij è;ku ugha nsrhaA Vh0 oh0]
baVjusV] dEI;wVj ij vfèkd le; nsus ds dkj.k mudh i<+kbZ]
LokLF;] [kku&iku] igukok lHkh ij udkjkRed vlj iM++ jgk
gSA iQslcqd us mUgsa baVjusV ds tfj;s foLrkj rks fn;k gS] fdUrq
vius gh ?kjksa esa vius yksxksa ds chp Hkh mudh vyx nqfu;k
gS tks muds dEI;wVj@ySiVkWi vkSj eksckby ls tqM+h gqbZ gSA ,slh
efgyk;sa baVjusV ds ekè;e ls n'k&nqfu;k ls lacafèkr cgqr lh
ckrksa dh tkudkjh dj ysrh gS fdUrq vius ?kj esa jgus okys
cqtqxkasZ dk gky tkuus dh mudksa u rks :fp gS u rks le;A
vè;;u {ks=k esa fy;s x;s lk{kkRdkj ds vkèkkj ij ;g Li"V
gksrk gS fd x<+oky fgeky; dh efgyk;sa ;|fi igkM+h {ks=k esa
fuokl djrh gSa Pkkgs og 'kgj dh efgyk;sa yxHkx leku :i
ls ;g Lohdkj djrh gSa fd foKku ,oa rduhd us muds lekt
,oa laLdfr esa cnyko ykus esa eq[; Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ gSA
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DPEP
District Primary Education
Programme
KGBV
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
NPEGEL
National Programme of education for
girls at elementary level
SSA
Sarva shiksha abhiyan

